
Prayer Times at the

Cranfield Islamic Society Mosque

The CIS prayer timetables are in accordance with the prayer time-table

guidelines from London Central Mosque (www.iccuk.org). These

guidelines are based on the Sunnah of the messenger of Allah (peace be

upon him) and are being communicated because of some amendments

being made to the current timetable.

Subh / Fajr: The time for the dawn prayer begins at the true dawn when the

light spreads across the horizon (see Figure 2).

Zuhr: The time begins after the sun is at its highest point (zenith) for the day.

Asr: The time for the mid-afternoon prayer begins when an object's shadow

minus the length of its shadow at the sun's zenith equals the object's height

(or twice according to Abu Hanifa's School of Thought).

Maghrib: The time for the sunset prayer begins when the sun has completely

set and is no longer visible.

Isha: The time for the nightfall prayer begins when the redness of the sunset

(white of sunset for Abu Hanifa's school of thought) disappears from the sky.

Methodology used to calculate prayer times

Muslim scholars all over the world have agreed to follow certain astronomical

data to determine the beginnings of prayer times in most of the Muslim

countries. The times for Fajr and Isha are as follows:

The true Fajr begins at an angle of depression ( -17.50 to -18.00 ) East.

Disappearance of Twilight (Isha) ( -17.50 to -18.00 ) West.

(See Figures 1 & 2)

This is in accordance with the Muslim World League Conference Resolution in

1406H, at Makkah Al-Mukarramah, the International Conference for Time-

table at I.C.C. London in 1984, the Egyptian Astronomy Directorate, the Arab

Union for Astronomy and Space Sciences in Aman (Jordan), University of

Islamic Sciences, Karachi (Pakistan), and the British Royal Observatory,

Greenwich .



At Northerly Latitudes (beyond 48 ͦ e.g. UK/Milton Keynes/Cranfield) the signs 
that legally define the true Fajr and Isha during the summer months are
absent between the 25th May to the 23rd July. This phenomenon is called the
persistent twilight. From the 24th July to the middle of August, the Isha time
becomes very late and Fajr time very early, and the difference between them
can be less than an hour. Obviously, it is very difficult to perform the Isha and
Fajr Jamaat, or to fast and perform Taraweeh prayers in Ramadan according
to these times.

Consequently, all those countries which are on such an extreme northerly
latitude can adjust the prayer times of Isha and Fajr within the boundary of
Shariah rules in order to make it convenient for their people's day to day life.
This means that the Fajr jamaat time can be delayed and Isha can be prayed
earlier. The CIS committee and the supporting committee for prayer times
have set the time for Isha throughout the month of Ramadan to 90 minutes
after Maghrib accordingly. The time for fajr cannot however, be adjusted
according to the Shariah rules. Fajr times have been corrected according to
the 18 degree astronomical twilight times from timeanddate.com and have
been corroborated with other timetables and websites. This correction is being
made by mosques throughout the UK. For more information see the fatwa
titled The Correct Time to Start Your Fast by Sheikh (Dr) Haitham Al-Haddad
at islam21c.com. And Allah (The Most High) knows best.

Figure 1 Fajr and Isha twilight schematic

Figure 2 (left) Photograph of the twilight at 18 degrees for fajr; Figure 3 (right ) City diagram for fajr time


